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ANNUAL MEETING 


Our Annual Meeting will be held at the Shaw Mansion at 3:00 P.M., on Sunday, 
September 28, 1969. | 

For the past several years, we have met at the Mohican Hotel for this meeting, 
but for a number of reasons, it was decided to use our own headquarters this year. 
Some have not been able to attend because of the hour that the affair ended. We are 
sure that others have not been in the Mansion iInrecent years, and we wish to have 
them renew their acquaintance with the home of the Shaws. It also seems fitting that 
once in a while, at least, our Annual Meeting should be held at our own location. 
With no dinner to sit through, the duration of the meeting should be such that the 
seating arrangement will not be too tiresome. 

Mrs, Charles Gilbert, former National President of the American Legion Auxiliary, 
1944-45 , will address the members on the topic, ''The Story Behind the Declaration of 
Independence,'' A social hour will follow the meeting, with punch and coffee being 
served. Because of lack of space, attendance will be restricted to members. 


ROGERINE CEMETERY 


Through the interest of our Secretary, Miss Hazel Johnson, in historic matters, 
we were told of the remains of an old cemetery on land belonging to Connecticut College. 
This cemetery is apparently the resting place of certain Rogerines. Much has come down 
to us; both for and against, regarding these religious dissenters of colonial times. 

Mr. Small visited this location and found several grave-stones, some with in- 
scriptions, and some with no inscriptions visible. One said, ''In memory of Miss 
Elizabeth Rogers who died, March 26, 1836, aged 76.'' Another read, ''In memory of 
William Peck of Norwich who died on board his ship, 'Sally', Sep., 1798 in the 21st 
year of his age.'' Still another small stone had just the initials, "E.R," 

It is hoped the Society will become interested in exploring the possibility of 
cooperating with Connecticut College in restoring this area once its historic value 
has been documented. The passing years are fast hiding it with underbrush. 


BRIGADIER GENERAL HENRY BURBECK 


We have previously noted in the BULLETIN that a room on the second floor of the 
Shaw Mansion has been made into a bedroom containing Burbeck furniture. 
General Burbeck's part in the history of our country was such that the establish- 
ment of this room in our headquarters was indeed appropriate, A visit to the room 
will be much more meaningful after reading the following quotation from ''Geneses of 
the Corps of Engineers'' as presented by the Corps of Engineers Museum, Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia: 


"Brigadier General Henry Burbeck 
Chief Engineer and Comman- 
dant, Corps of Artillerists 

and Engineers 
(7 May 1798 - 1 April 1802) 


Born 8 June 1754, at Boston, Mass., he served as Lieutenant of Artillery 
under Colonel Gridley, the Army's First Chief Engineer and Artillery Commander, 
1775, Remained in Artillery Corps, under General Knox, with Washington's Army, 
until the Yorktown Campaign. His command remained in north to defend Hudson 
Highlands and had signal honor of marching into New York, when the British 
evacuated that city at close of war. Honorably discharged (1784) was reappoint- 
ed Captain of Artillery to command Castle William, Boston Harbor ~~ his 
father's old command before the Revolution. Conmanded Springfield Arsenal 
(1787) and West Point (1789). Was General Wayne's Chief of Artillery in North- 
west (1792). Built Fort Recovery. Succeeded Rochefontaine as Chief Engineer 
and Commandant, Corps of Artillerists and Engineers (1798). Military Chief 
Eastern Department of Army (1800) and active in Establishing Military Academy 
at West Point, Chief of New Artillery Corps (1802-15). Retired 1815. Died 
2 October, 1848 , at New pres Conn," ae 


ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 


The year 1970 will mark the One HURdEeAEE Aan Corsdey of the incorporation of the 
New London County Historical Society. Here. fis the time for the whole year to be taken 
up with acquainting our members, the City: of New-London, and the State of Connecticut 
with what the Society has done in the past, and what it plans for the future. With 
all the planning now proceeding for great changes in New London, this celebration 
should be especially meaningful. To make it successful, will require a large commit- 
tee made up of people of various talents and with various contacts. In addition, 
members not on the committee, can be of great help by suggesting people and activities 
that might be included in the year's program. 

Our collections are such that exhibitions could be arranged at various times 
throughout the year, 

We should emphasize the importance of having local children involved. Not only 
would they be of assistance, but it would afford a fine opportunity to arouse their 
interest in our heritage, Also, as they grow up, they will become a reservoir from 
which members can be drawn. In fact, the Idea of having youthful members could be 
explored as part of the program. It would be fitting, and of great help, to have a 
representative from the Board of Education on the Program Committee. 

The public should be made aware of our collections, our library, and the help 
available to historical researchers, Not only are people who personally visit the 
Shaw Mansion aided, but answers to questions coming in by mail continually flow from 
the office, (Continued Page 3) 
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ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY (Cont'd) 


While our facilities do not admit the gathering of sizeable audiences, other 
facilities could be used for lectures by members of historical societies, and by 
historians connected with the institutions of learning in Connecticut. State and local 
government officials should have a prominent part in the program to acquaint us with 
what they are doing, and how we can best help in the current projects 

It would be an excellent time to start activity in regard to our space problems. 
We greatly need expansion that would afford a combination auditorium and exhibition 
room, a Jibrary, and an office. We have been handed an outstanding legacy in the Shaw 
Mansion and its grounds. Our generation and future generations have the duty not ae 
to maintain this legacy, but also to improve it as needs arise. 

While we may not be anxious to increase our membership simply from the point of 
view of large numbers, we do wish to have more people who are really interested in our 
aims join in membership. The publicity accompanying a successful year of celebration 
would undoubtedly bring about a very useful membership increase. 

We can make 1970 a year not only of recollection and gratitude for past accom- 
plishments, but also a basis for continuous advancement, 


ACCESSIONS 


Teacloth used at 50th Anniversary of James Newcomb and Sarah Weaver Newcomb, 
embroidered specifically for that purpose | 
Daguerreotype of Cornelia W. Chapel! Porter, wife of Dr. George Porter 
Pair of Russian brass candlesticks 
Pair of small French bronze urns 
Chamber pot 
All of above, gift of Mrs. C. L. Lattin, Sharon, Conn. 


Gilt-framed Chines embroidery, blue silk background, with white cockatoo embroidered 
in silk 
Bequest of Grace Gettine Arnold, Clinton 


Large damask tablecloth - Gift of Miss Edna Wells, New London 
sash of wedding dress - Gift of Miss Edna Wells, New London 
Staffordshire Plate of Shaw Mansion - Gift of Miss Edna Wells 


Photograph, ca. 1880, of Capt. John Ashcraft with others on fishing smack 
Gift of Robert Beattie, Bedford, Me. 


Air Photograph of N. L., ca. 1935-38 Gift 
Blotter with colored picture of court house on cover 
C. D. Boss & Son advertising broadside of 


Memorial to Hiram D. Harris from YMCA 
Pamphlet, Whaling Days in N. L. 

Pamphlet, Historical Pageant of Bride Brook 
New London Police History by R. B. Wall 
Address of Ernest E. Rogers to Senate, 1929 
Tax Directory of New London, 1935 


Hiram D. Harris 


Rensselaer, 


Rene? Mn Magee Meee” Sea! Nome? See Smee See” 


N.Y. 
Miscellaneous pamphlets and newspaper clippings - Gift of Marion Clarke 


Error in 1967 in source of gifts. The bed, bureau, small trunks, with General 
Burbeck's papers, some of his small personal possessions and some of those 
belonging to his wife and daughters, were bequeathed by Mrs. Alla Chandler 

(Continued Page 4) 
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Tl Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 06320 


Geneses of Corps of Engineers 


ACCESSIONS (Cont'd) 


Smith Chitty to Joseph Burbeck, West Islip, N.Y., instead of the Society, 
and were given to Society by Joseph Burbeck. 


» with photograph and sketch of life of Gen. 
Henry Burbeck - Gift of Mrs, Joseph Burbeck, West Islip, N.Y. 


Society bought Champion Genealogy by Francis .B. Trowbridge 


Wedding dress worn by Fanny Gorton on her marriage to Ernest E. Rogers, 1896 
White wig 


Light olive-green silk bonnet, ca. 1845-50 
White dimity night-cap, ca. 1830-40 
Baby's bonnet, white nainsook with openwork and embroidery, ca. 1820-30 
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All of above, gift of Mr. & Mrs, E. Gorton Rogers, N. L. 


Please notify the office, if there is a change of address. 


Custodian in Residence: Mrs. A. P. Hamel 


Corresponding Secretary and Curator: Mrs. Adam Knox 
The Society's Telephone No: 443-1209 


The New London County Historical 
society, Shaw Mansion 
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Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
770 Williams St. 


New London, Conn. 06320 


